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find out what tax he must pay and would let him know
on a return visit.
But the inspectors did not come back any more. In-
stead two secret service agents appeared at the house
one day, told her husband to pack a few things in a
bundle and to follow them. He was taken to the isola-
tion prison in Simferopol where he was kept as a po-
litical offender.
Kalinin, the woman explained, was the best man to
appeal to in such cases. He usually recommended that
the trial be expedited and sometimes ordered the re-
lease of the prisoner, especially if the man was a peas-
ant and had not meant any harm.
The sort of treatment which political prisoners in
the Soviet Union are accorded was outlined to me by
the director of prisons at Simferopol.
This man, a wide-awake vigorous young Communist,
who had served for years in the G. P. U., or political
police, explained that pending investigation political
suspects are kept in special confinement places known
as "isolation prisons." If a man is innocent of the
charge on which he has been arrested, he is usually
released at the end of three months. That much time
is generally required to establish his innocence. But if a
man is guilty the matter takes on a different aspect.
He may be kept in prison six months, a year and even
longer until his case is cleared up.
When the prisoner has been tried, convicted and his
sentence definitely fixed he is assigned to a prison along